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If the agseverations of Ir. Carranza and othser constitu-
tionaglists were not confided to The newspapers and other means
to deny the charges against them of their past and present furtous
pergsecution towards the Catholic Church and the Clergy, persecution
born from hatred merely passional, no credit should be given to
it, as it is known their public notoriety for their attacks against
the chureh, their unjustice, cruelties and profaration they combit-
ted and are committing at present, notwithstanding their promises
t0 Ir., Wilson, @nd their manifesto for protection greater than
the protection they have at present Ifrom the White House.

One cannot conceive the idea of 1. Carranza assurances that
== the Hich Digrataries of the Church in Nexico have left the coun-
try smitbten by their own conscience ,(aceordirns to what he says)
for their breakins of the laws of the country, when it is hard fo
count the number of the iniguities oif which the priests have been
vicetims, and even thoush,many of these venerable menbers of the

glergy,carnot give proofs of these infr actions and other salumniant
imputations that are absurd.,

As & proof of the above relsted we zre going to refer
to some of The facts, the most prominent facts that lhave occurred
in Queretaro , that have been confided to us by <come one who
deserves credit, with the assurances that perhaps something worse
hag teken place in other towmns if not in all the towns through
which the carrsncista avalanche Las crossed.

- ATTROCITIES COMMITTED AGATINST THD PRIEBITS.-

When the carrencista troops invaded Queretaro in July
1914, they captured Rev. D. Jose Arvizu on their way to the town
"E1l Capulin" , without any cause whatever; they made him jJoin the
arnmy and commitbted so many crueliies to him and even made him
believe they were goins to burn him alive, that the poor priest
arrived to Queretarc out of his mind. There he was made prisoner
until the neighboring people begged for his release and he was
get free withoult even teins able to prove amy thinzg against him.
Ho was taken in by & family who took ceare of him and mursed him
until his reason came back to him,

They also capbured Rev, D. Higinio Garecia, of Jalpan,
and took him to GQueretaro forcing him to walk throusgk the main
streets of the town, a foot and surrounded by soldiers as & orim-
inal, After this iniduitous desire had been satisfied, and after
holding him in jail for & few hours, they released him and told
him So go bagk tc hig church, and effectively, he did so, riding
on a donkey a&e he could not f£ind another vehicle..

In the town of Santa Rosa Jauregui, they captured Deacon

De Anastacio Isrtinez and made him join the army takianz him to
Queretaro and then to Pachuca.

Wher they sntered Queretaro, they arrested the Rev. Sou-
se (Franciscan) Gabriel (Carmelitan) and Fidencio Arroyo, Seculer
Clerigpan whom they met on Tthe street. This wes done merely be-
cause they were priests; they conducted The first twoe The Quarters
of 1la Cruz, and they were forced o join the cayalry troops that
had to parade in front of the Guvernal ralace, then, they brought
them back Lo the wuarter, where Father Gabriel was detained for
two days without giving him foed nor bed Lo glesp on; he had %o
pay ‘one of the soldders for & rock to gerve him as pillow; he zave
two pesos to another soldier and asked him to Puy hir sone food
but the soldier took the momey but did not bring him an; Tood.
Father Arroyo afiter few hours swent in the Municipsl Palace was
set free.

REV. Jesus Rabago, was alsc arrested while at the Hos-
pital where he excercised his dutbties &t a minister, and conduct-
ed him to Tthe Munieipal Palace and was held for two days where
he slept 'on & bamweh without any eover, and suffering the satira


archives intern
Property of Arch SA Watermark


Property of the Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio Archives

and insults of the soldiery. The patience of this priest won
the praises and adwiration of those savases and gave him his
liverty, proclaiming his virtue, The dean of Santa Ana was hit
on the face with some strings they had in their hands because he

begged them not to molest the flowers that grew in the yard of
that stablishment.

: The‘rest of the prissts hid themselves but the soldiers
gsearched for them and wher they learmed vhat saild priests or some
of them were hiding in the Vice-Comsulate of Spain, the house of
the Vice-Counsul was gearched or raided as they shrrounded the
house with goldiers and placed some of them on the roof. There,
several Spanish priests were found who were valken by force and
made to walk up to the haeienda of "La Griega" with threats of
execution., Through the influence of the Vice- Counsul they were
brought back te Queretaro and in a short while they were expelled
from the Republic in & train where they were placed to bring then
to the U. 3. ' '

n 2 ?ew @ays }atert t?e Fayor of the City , in the naome of
?he Commander in Chief of the Army, published & notice and had
it placed on each cormer of the streets, this notice satated that
all the priests were required to appesr &t the National Govern-
ment Palace within twenty-four hours, A4t the hour fixzed and
amongst the masses, came all the priests; the multituie atiract-
ed by the news anxious Lo see the raesult, Governor Elizondo was
in = wey nice and attentive to the priests and only ordered to
nave them sesrcred; wher this was done their were sent to their
homes &t liberty; btu: werse recalled Ty Ir. Siurob, Chief in coumand
of the Combributory Wer Department, znd entreated one Uy one of them
to zive certain amount of monsy., The Capitular Viear was called
three times,insistently, Lo come Fortvh and sive up the Heeclesiasteal
riches, adding with cynical intension that by doing so he could
pive o sarple of honesty and then threatened him seriously.

As they pessed by Sen Juan del Rio, Thay entered the
Chureh of the Deatery where the celebrated Rev. D. lanuel Gomez
Veoga wss found and captured and held until he gave the amount of
money reguired of him., Rev. D. Jose Borja was also caplured there
and rade to join th: army forces and teksn %o rusbls where was given
his Treedom, afber he was mble to produce the money required.

A% +he snd of October of the same year, Canon D. Pedro
Vers, Seerstary of the Diocesi , was placed in jail under pretexd
that his house conspirec apainst the Government. Filleen aays
later he was set free when they found him to De guiltlesse.

Cn April 1915, when Dr. Siurcb sntered &usrelaro agadn,
he gave orders Go have all the priests expelled from the country
only Tive of them being gllowed fto remain To excersice their ministry
under eertain conditions. Whern Federico liontes returned and took
his place as Governor oi the State, he permitted the returnm of the
exiled priests offering puaranties that have never taken effect.

On the second day of Feb, 1916, Canon Deniel Frias was
calummiated and acused of having preached against the constitution-
slism and sent to prison for eight days, but he could not be proven
guiltye.

The Parishioner of San Jusn del Rio,Reverend Hzequiel
Conbreras, wac capbtured when the constitutionalistse passed through
that town again, and was taken amongst other persons to he shot;
the others went ahead of him and when his turn csme, the sguadron
did not Lire but frightened him by aiming in his direction.

Gn the last dsy of August of this year, Governor Lontes
notwithstandinz the suarsnties offered sent ten priest out of The
country witkhout any cause, This order has not been recalled.
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One of the Tirst gets of the consbibutionalists at
their arrival at Queretero, was Lo zo bo the Catholic Inshtitutbe
that wes on the hands of the Brothers of Christien Schools, and
notwithatending the faet tlat these stablishmerts were under the
French flag of which nationality were the brothars in question,
Dr. Siurob brought an armed compery and had all the broshers os
corted through the streets to the Mumieipal Palaee wherse tiey
were notified of Gheir exile. Bome of them were deportsd on
freizht cars not giving thewm permission to tale anything along.

The convent of the Sisters of the Beatery ( San Juan
del Rio) wus ramsaclked and the correspondence of the nuns was
an objeot of laughter for ths soldiers.

These Sisters, thenks to their ¢uick get-away could
not te esplured, havinz teken refuze in some friendly hones,

The second %ime The cerranmistas entered the city,
the Sisters of lary,of the Civil Hospital or City Hospital
were taken away fronm the Lospitel by soldiers,and locked in
& room without furniture,during fifteen dsys. The rest of
the npuns of the town hid somewhere, and the others ran off.ho
hide.

PROFAVATIONS OF SACRED 0BJECIS AT PLACES.

11

The first thing the Carraencistas did was to zsther
the keys of all the churches and to talks lold of the sonfession
813 after which they set them on fire amidst the most blasphemous
language, All the ornamental vases and precious things tha
could not be hiddern on time were stolen . Immense wealth was
the ehurch as someone demunciated it, but it was returned. But
even vho & goldier wag execubsd because he ransacked the church,
declared that they were nct doing so on accourt of the robbery
committed by him but only to set an exampls , for (aecording to
their views) the wealth should not be stacked up in the chureh,
While this wae done other churches were robbed: I aster-picces
end sculptures of merit were taken arnd sent Lo the Aosdeny of
Belles Artvs. They have not been returned.

The cassocks were used as horse-blankets, a crucifix
weg hung on the neck of a horse; other zarments belonging to
the seclesiagtics were used as handkerchiefs; in faet, many
80 many low tricks were played with the sacrsd ornaments and
vages that the only recollection of it mekes ome tlush.

ROBBERY OF THE ECCLESIASTIC TREASURE.

Such was the main object of the carrancistas and
for this purpose they looked for the Pather Oversesr of the
Diccesi, ard Collector of Fithes. The priests were called upon
mery of the seculars were detained, and an office stablidhed o
confistace The riches of the Clergy.

Took hold of a@ll the funds of the Clersy as well &s
the buildings. The Bishoprie, the Catholic Institute, the
Convent of Ban Franciseo, Home of San Felipe leri are still the
army headguarters; the the Councillisr Seminery, Direction of
Public Imstruction: the house of the Fathers of the Immsculate
He art of lary, Health Office the Schools of ths Sacred Family
and Saint John the Baptist of 1la Salle sre “ublie Schools. The
rest of the houses are rented to private families, the Govern-
ment drawing the rent mwoney: and not satisfied with all this
they have taken the private wealth of severzl priests.

* APTROCITIES TC CATHOLICS. =
Vielating the Congtitutional laws and The rights zrant-
ed to each individual Ffor the liberty in religion, &ll tha churche
remeined closed during a fort-night notwithstardines 4he protests
of the catholies who had a manifesto organized to ask for the ack-
nowledgement of thelr rights ani only ons more chureh was opened
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bul as a result several of the organizers were placed in jail
while others were expelled from the countzy,

The homes of some of the prominent catholic families
were searched, and all the eatholic printing shops were cloged.

WAR TQ0 THE CATHOLIC INSTRUCTION.
B686666556886086€65660065686866880

There is only ons prdmary college and none 0f %he
high schools are catholic., The Government hes cloged 211 those that
would not aceept his plans and althou-h several of +he private
colleges promigsed to do so the reguisites of the. Zovernuent were
such that they saw it was practically igpossible.

The furniture of the Catholic Institute was destroyed
completely because of the ill feeling towards the stabliehment,

Lotal, this is the situation of Querebtaro:

Pew priests who camnot attend to the dermarnds of the
catholics; tho chiurch depriveld of the rights to teach ete., Ilio
resources to maintain the services or Lo hold Them; no meang to
defend their rights so continually violated, and to answer %he
insults that {the news papers throw to them.

I have thought wise to add what I heve mentionsd regard-
inz the Diocesi of Queretaro what I ¥mow to have ocourred at the
Zamora Diocesi ( lHichoacan) as the Bishop of that Diocesi is hidden
in liexico, as the subordinates of the de facto government have
hounded him, and this is the testimony of some of the nercers of
the clergy as they were also vietims of +thig péersecution and sore
of the Bishops have told me 80.

The greater part of the priests heve been persecuted
without justified cause and the Jeneral Vicar D. Luis Carcia espe-
cially ; he was able to escape but they have not ceased tec look
for him in 811 the houses where they supposed to find him . The
Parishioner of Periban D. Valeriano Villanieva who was captured
in his Parish, zltho he is gtill in Jail at Guadalsjara; Rev.
Trinidad irteaga was hounded with tenacity as they imegined the
Reverend had money. Several other priests were arrested as they
Supposed them to be guilty of political intrigues and as soon &8
they cbbtained the nmoney required declare: then inocent.,

Over a hundred Sisters of the Poor of Capuchinas were
forced to disperse and their houses were taken, some of these
houses were largs encugh to give admittance to a hundred pupils;
they had colleres =nd hospitals « The de facto governmenyv holds
all tlese btuildings,

Those officers nave their business places in the Couneil
liary Seminary, and the Commander in Chie? of the Army has hig
office and home at the Hpiscopal Palace.

Of-latetlrere is not one catholic minister left in the
city of Zamora, sccordinzs Lo & letter received from a priest
who now writes from & neighborinsz Hown.

Signed: Rev. lManuel Reymoso,
Capitular Viecar of Queretaro. (Mex.)
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