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SHORT REFERENCE that the undersigned makes about the religious

situation in Chiapas,

Hearly all The inhabitante of CHiapas heve been ard
are under conbtrol of ths constituent aubthorities. For this
regson and notwithstanding the eofforts of some agitators, they
did not take part in the revolucicn orzanized by Cerranza, Bub
as soon as it was known that said revolucion had won, and tla
with the departure of ir, Carvejsl from lexico, Carranzs would
takze (he reins of the @overmment, Chigpas did not further resist
but put herself under the commend of the First Chief and accept-
ted the authorities nomineted by the said Chief, In acting thus,
we hoped to be left alome, that is, indisturbed and that the church
wonuld be respected; but few days after the arrival of the Carran-
cista authorities the inhabitants were relieved of their suns
and then, the attaeks sgainst the church began. I shall refer
the most important points.

1.~ A1l the churches were closed and the services prohi-
bited as well ag the sdwinistering of the sacraments even the
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most necessery as the christening of children and the confession
0 the dylng, under pexnalty of severe punishment Ffor both priests
nd the peoples.

11.- Few days later the carrancists suthorities ecalled
a8ll the priests of the episcopal city o a meeting and told them
to leave the town; only ome of them was allowed tc remain for the
Sundays mass but under The condition that he should not vreach
nor administer the sacramentss The keys o the church were given
to him only for the ¥ime bthe mass would last on Sundsy.,

111,-It% was declared that only ome priest should remain
in each fown to reeite the wass under the sawe restrictions above
nentioned.

IV,- Under these circumstances the third part of the
priests decided to leave the country and the remaining were oppres-
sed,

V.- Beveral of the churches were filled with troops and
the Episcopal Homwe and the Seminary were confiscated, not few of
the 22 rsonages and other buildinzs smongst them the Catholic
Colleges managed by the Bisters of the Divine Providence,Colleges
thet were famous like the Colleges of the Brothers liari stas,--famous
for the solid instruction irparted therein. The Sisters were molest
ed although no attempt was made against their virtue; the Sisters
of Our Lady of Guadalupa were also molested for they were mot per-
mitted to teaeh mnot even privately and they had to leave the coun-
try mnot without difficulties.,

VI.- A beautiful and valusble object of art was at first
praised and respecled; this article was named "Gransda' and belong-
ed To the Cathedrsl. Then they decided to take hold of it zs it
wag very large and wus made of silver, and in order to take posses

- sion of it they placed the young ladies,in whose cars the"Granada"
was, in jail,

VIi.-With the time the persecutions of the church ceased and
the churches reopened the sacraments with the sxeepiion of the
confession were allowed. On account of this prhibition the priests
found thowselves in difficully %o attend the dying, and although
in some places this was overlooked in other places as Tanachula
the prohibition was very strict.

VIII.~ Bye and bye the Villista revolt and ther the Feli-
cista came, and without any reason or justification they thought
the priests were invelved in this revolt and with this pretext
they were jailed and la ter on offered them their literty under
& fine of 20,000 pesos, in s8ilver. As this sum could not be rais -
ed and because efforts were being wade to obbain their freedomn,
they were at last set free, The Jovernor havine declared their ino
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cence., Their imprisonment took place on the 6
year and ended on the 15th of Angust, the peop
ledt without mass, services and without th
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th of July of this
le having heen
e holy sacraments,
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IX.- At present the furious persecubtion has ended butb
the priests have not the libterty necessary for their ministery
and the confession is still prohibitted

Xe= As to the eccelesiastical buildings mearly a1l the
churches have been refturned only the Episcopal
minary as well as the Catholic Colleges axre in
firet two . are utilized as army headguarters.

Home and the 3e-
their hands, the

Efforts are
the gbgent priests to
t0 corns Pack When

beins made to obtain their permission for
return to Chiapas, but Fhey will be allowed
felicista revolt hag subsided, or destroyed.
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Castrovills, Texas, Deceulber 5, 1916,
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Signed: MNMaximirno Ruiz,

Bishop c¢f Chiapas,
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