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¥t Rev. Archbishop,Rt Rev. Rishops,Very Rev and Rev Fathers
and dear ovrethren of the Laity: 5
Parce Dne,parce populo tuo et ne desg haeveditatem tuam in
opyrobrium ut dowminentur ei nationes. Spare oh Tord,spare ﬂur
people =z2nd give not Thy inheritznce to reproach that the
hegthen should rule over them.Joel 2:17

Facivu: the bier of thig latest snd most prouinent victim of
Tyrarny and bloody persecution,that coffin holdirng the mortal
remainsg of Archbishop lNora y d,l Rio,the Primate of the

Church of Yexico;-surrounced liere ian our venerable Cathedral
by the weumbers of the lexican Wierarth and by hundreds of

the CQlerzy,the Seminarians,the Religiocus cowunities and

by thousands of the noblest sons of our unheppy neizhboring
Republic--what text could e more appropriate than the

fervent plea of the prophet of Israel imploring mercy and pity
from the Lord of Hosts for his oppressed people. e too may
well 1ift up our hands and pray Spare oh Lord,spare Thy people,
and ke not arngry with us for ever.

The papers almoet drily tell us of executions by the wholesale
in distracted Mexico.By the hundreds have the lgchabees of
Jalisco and Guanajato and other States laid down their lives
in defense of liherty #nd the inalienable rights of nmun.,
To the Primate of Mexico a lon.er and more cruel mertyrdom

/ was decreed:daily zrieving ovéer the misfertunes of his Country
he died of a broken hesrt far away frou the land of his Fathers
arl exile ia a stranzge lands

The decemsed Prelate zlways apreared to mec not only as a sainted
soul but above =2ll us one whose heart had been faithfully mode-
led upon the Hesrt of Him who g&id"Learn from Me that I am

meek and humble of hesrt. He was gentle as the dove,patient

and meek as the lamb;eminetly & mun of peace and charity.

"hen during hie daily Mass he spoke out that vezutifuwl ritual
greeting Pax Domini sit semper vobiscum,-iny the veace ol the
Tord ke ever with you, surely the feelings of his noble soul

did not belie the words thatc rossed so often his ®mx lips.

EBut then,why was = man so sentle sent into exite? Twice did
the Archbishop appear zmonzst us in San Antonio as another
Athannsius,driven out from the land of his birth: the lst
time in 1918 during the Tloody reizn of the unspeakable
Carranza and lnst year agaiu under the tyranny of Calles.
Put why was there no room for this peaceful man of God in
xhexxuxxmf the valley of Ansghunac ? Therd is plenty of room
there for the drunksrd, the zambler,the thief »nd the urigand
and the painted deundzens of the undieriorld. Why was he cast

out us o most dangerous charscter (lhreatening the well heing
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Way? Calles annouuces to the whole world -mna the Associated

Prees takes care to broadcast his lie to the civilized world:
that therP is NO RTLITIOUS PFRBTCUTTION in fexico, The bishovs
neve 211 Been e&lleifafg‘:5ﬂ5§;7321& veen shot down like mad
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dogs ;the name of %od has been bvanned frowm the schoolroom and
the very homes of the people;s simple prayer on the grave of
father or mother ks a crime punishable with death or depor-
tation to the awful penal collony of the Islas Marias.Yet:
there is no religious persecution in .lexico.30 says “alles,
The trouble there comes only frowu the bishops and the clergy
who 7re plotting z2zainst Calles and wish to place the Church
in supreme authority over the Stote. )
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The Church in Mexico rebellious!!! Could accusation ve more
8illy and flimsy? It is as thouzh we hear usgzain the mob
crying before the Pretorium of Tontius Pilate"inventnus
hune subvertentem gentem nostram" (Ve have found this man
perverting our people and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar
and saying that Me is Christ the King), And did it not logically
lead up to their blagphemous deuand:Crucify Him;away with him?
Nero delivered the imperial city to the devouring flames.The
temples of Rome,the palaces,the monuments, the marble 2und the
20ld of the Wistress of the YWorld,aye -nd the homes of the
poor =znd the humble were turned into n hean of ashes and
charred ruinsjall to sutisfy the mind of lero crazed by an
orgy of crime and lust. But he had to cover up his wanton
deed nnd he accused the Christians.And the cry of an outraged
people:"The Christians to the lions"followed the disaster and
Yero's lies with naturzl swiftness. It's so in Mexico today.
History once sgain repeats itself. The whole country is nade
desolate;the State is on the verge of Lankruptey; thousands upoti
thousands of lexicans have left their native soil to seek a
crust of bread amougst strangers;liverty is dead;freedom of
onscience,of educntion,of assembly,of the Prescs is traupled
under foot;the country is runniug red with blood.And the cause
of 21l this desolation,of this untold misery is--not the tyrant
and autocrat whose word is sunreme law iu Mexico toduy==110~
but the Catholic Church?l!!! The blame attaclies to the bishops
and the priests !!'? TY is the story of the Wirst Jood Friday;
the story of burniug Rome over cnd over “gaiile
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Archbishop Moru y del Rio leading a rebellion against Calles!.
Did you ever meet Yis Trace? ever speak with him? If you did

then you know that he was meekness,zentleness personified.

There was no room in thut saiuted,meek soul of nis for resistance
against legitimate suveriors.¥e was the hizhest diguitary of

the Church in dexico.,Thut Church hes been preaching these past
1900 years reverence,cbedience to lawful autiiority.This doctrine
ig the warp and woof of =11 her teachings.It's too late for her
after =11 these centuries to preach n different code;to hold

out = different doctrine. And the Socizlists,the Communigts,the
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Annrchiste,aye snd the Dolshewists of wexieco and all who wish

to uproot our ancient christisn civilization with its blessings
hate the Church because they reslize that it is the Church

vhich stands as a mighty bulwark sgninst their destructive schiemes.
She is the Mighty One standing in wefeuse of Iaw aud Order and
true Tiberty. Hence their CryiAway wiih her;crucify her.Hence

the blood of Mexico's gslorious Martyrs;tience these vile calummies:
hence thig fierce vérsecution;hence the death in exile of thiz E
szinted prelate;hience the hundreds g thiouvsadds of lMexiots
nere today in Texas znd San antonio,.
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and uovlest families
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"Beati mites,quia mm ipsi possidebunt terram"(Blessed are the
meek for they shall possess the land). ;

Do not these words of Our Flessed Buviour sound almost pro-
phetic nere wefore the open bier of the meek Archbishop of
dexico City? “re uot these words encourazing =nd consoling?

o our sowwor should not be like the desvair of those who

have neither faith nor hope.The hour of pesce and happiness,
the day of the Resurrection will soon come.The ultimute triumph
18 beinsy hastened hy the ~lorious deaths of Yexico's iigrtyrs;
bty the snacrifice of Archbishop lors y del Rio.%0d is still
reigning in his Heaven;Ye sees your tears;le hears your suppli-
cations.As sure =s the sun is shining in the skies,Mexico will
rise again and be free and hapopy.The temrful prgyer of taday:
"Spare oh Lord,spare Thy veople®™ will give way to the joy

and jubilee when 2ll together we shall sing the solewmn hymn of
thankegiving; the "Te Deum" in Mexico's wanificent Cathedral.
And he who died in exile and will ke Luried in the land of

the stranger will Le borne back,like Jacob of old dying in

the land of Tgypt,to rest ultimately in the midst of his loyal,
beloved children.

-

Tt is with this thouzht of hope and resurrection that we bid
farewell to him «ho during the terrible =nd turbulent years
that muke up the contemvoraneous history of Mexico has kevt
his soul in patience. Indeed he. hus tept the faith;he hus
fought the zood fizht;and now we trust he is receiving from
the Tmmortal Judge the crown of zlory in the manisions

of everlasting pence,

May his soul =nd the souls of the fnithful departed, through
the wercy of God,rest in pesrce, \inen,
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