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san antonio, lexas,
December b, 1916.

Honorable Reverend W. W. Bume, Chanesllor
Diocetan Chancery,

745 W, Hougton St.

City.

Dear Sir of all ny resvect and consideration:

I have The honor to answer your favor
of even date., with reference to letter sddressed to
Rev, Shaw by Rev. W. J. Russell.

After the attack of 1914 at Aguasca-
lientes ( my Dioecese) that involves the elosing of

all the churches.and meking use of two of them for

-y

prozane purposes; th: exiling of the prissts; the

burning of confessionals and images of saints; the
outraseous speeches and publication of infamous
papers full of indecerncy; the seizure of 211 the build-

ings which were Orphens Homes and Zospitals

the

-

turning of the Seminary and th: parsonages into army

ol

quarters; the destruction of libraries, the transform

ing of the Episcopal Pzlace first into a house of vice

and then infto soldiers guarters, and afbter all that

under the pretext of opening a school ths zeizins of

- _ 1 = 173,

the magnificent btuilding of the Seminary that was eveot
ed with a vost of over forty thousand dollars. Ve

succeded at last, affer all the infanmous vltrajes,in

recovering possession of the church btuildings they had taken
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from us and to open same for services and we also suceded

- -

in brinzing back the priests ( except the foreing priests)
and the Bishop, but although I have tried by all means to
appear publicly in my Diocesi, as 1 could not hide from

them, I have failed, and since I could not ~cvern them from

With the excevntion of the two churches I have

mentiened-noining has Teen returned to us; and they sold

=

he furniture, carriages etc., of the Bishopric, destroyed

everything in the oratory, attackinz in every possible way

the religious teachings, having left only 185 centers of
gatechism and some religious institutions under management

of priests and nums, but without their appearing a8 such in

L"l-'

public.
With all this information I think 0o comply

with the wigshes of the Reverend Ir. Russell,

I am respectfully yours,

Signed: - Ignacio Valdespino, Bishop
of Aguascalicntes.
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